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Twickenham the distorted information that  comes from
Paris through the medium of London?

You asked me in one of your letters who La Chalotais3
was. I answer, premier president or avocat general, I forget
which, of the Parliament of Bretagne; a great, able, honest,
and most virtuous man, who opposed the Jesuits and the
tyranny of the Due d'Aiguillon; but he was as indiscreet
as he was good. Calonne was his friend and confidant; to
whom the imprudent patriot trusted, by letter, his farther
plan of opposition and designs. The wretch pretended to
have business with, or to be sent for by, the Due de la
Vrilliere, Secretary of State, a courtier-wretch, whose mistress
used to sell lettres de cachet for a louis. Calonne was left
to wait in the antechamber; but being, as hfe said, suddenly
called in to the minister, as he was reading (a most natural
soil for such a lecture) the letter of his friend, he by a second
natural inadvertence left the fatal letter on the chimney-
piece. The consequence, much more natural, was, that La
Chalotais was committed to the Chateau du Taureau,
a horrible dungeon on a rock in the sea, with his son,
whose legs mortified there, and the father was doomed
to the scaffold; but the Due de Choiseul sent a counter-
reprieve by an express and a cross-road, and saved him.
At the beginning of this reign he was restored. Paris,
however, was so indignant at the treachery, that this
Calonne was hissed out of the theatre when I was in that
capital When I heard, some years after, that a Calonne
was made controlew general) I concluded it must be a son,
not conceiving that so reprobated a character could emerge
to such a height; but asking my sister, who has been in
Prance since I was, she assured me it was not only the
identic being, but that when she was at Metz, where I think
he was intendant, the officers in garrison would not dine
3 See note 1 on letter to Selwyn of Deo. 2,1765,s attack of insanity.-1789),*   his Port
